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Ravenna 
Falls To 
oth Arm 


Fighth Army is drivihg 
deep into the Po Plain, after 
ynhinging the German defence 
line on the Adriatic coast with 

- the capture Of Ravenna, says 
Reuter. 


eral McCreery’s men are 
Gene obably already well beyond 
Ravenna, and are beginning to 
threaten the important com- 
munications centre of Bologna, 
which lies 40 miles almost due 
west of Ravenna. 


ich forces entered Ravenna 
early on Monday morning, but 
is capture, after a wide, out- 
aanking sweep by Canadian 
troops. Which forced the 
garrison to retreat to the north 
to avoid being trapped, was not 
. officially announced until last 


night. 


-the Canadian unit drove up to 
“ cut Highway 16 and enter 
Ravenna from the north-west, 
the city was entered from the 
couth by the 27th Lancers, says 
an A.P. message. Ravenna is 
nine miles north-east of Russi, 
the capture of which was re- 
ported yesterday morning. 


350 vears, from the beginning 
of the fifth century, Ravenna 
was the capital of Italy. 


. fall of Russi had already cut 

“the lateral road linking Ravenna 
vith Faenza and the Rimini- 
Bologna Highway. 


ne rearguards of Marshal Kessel- 
rings Army are reported to be 
filling back to the Lamone 
River. The bulk of the German 
force. with which Ravenna was 
held. is believed to be well 
beyond the river 


A German Radio reporter, Karl 
Praegener, said last night that 
Ravenna was “evacuated by 
the German covering forces 
without a fight last night, in 
order to save the precious 
historic buildings from destruc- 


Big Demand For Sites 


Near Store Street 


Yesterday's disclosure of plans to 
transform the Dublin Port and 
Docks Board’s former Store street ' 
grain stores into a new road passen- 
ger terminus has focussed consider- 
able public attention on this 
hitherto virtually undeveloped area. 
Auctioneers and estate agents re- 
ceived numerous inquiries during 
the day as to the possibility of 
securing building sites in the neigh- 
bourhood. Clients included pros- 
pective hotel and shop owners and 
speculative buyers. But, alive to 
the potential value of their -pro- 
perty, owners were not willing to 
sell. Already, cne shop proprietor 
has been offered double the sum , 
that six months ago he was pre- 
pared to accept for his premises, 
but he has declined the offer. . 
Yesterday's trends appear to in- 
dicate that the market value of 
premises in this area will soon rank 
among the highest in the city, 


Eisenhower Warns Of 


Tyre Shortage 


General Eisenhower, in a state- 
ment yesterday, said there was a 
danger of the American armies 
fighting. along the German border 
losing a tenth of all their vehicles. 
hy the first week in February 
because of the threat of a tyre 
shortage. He disclosed that drastic 
conservation steps have had to be 
introduced. 

The seriousness of the situation 
was brought to light in a letter the 
supreme commander addressed to 
the armies urging them “to extract 
every possible mile from our tyres, 
and to use them only as we find 
necessary to do so.” 

He warned that he was “not 
exaggerating,” and that the war 
would be prolonged unless such 
steps were taken.”—(Reuter.) 


“Defences Extend 
To Berlin ” 


AX KRUL 
M News L, the cerman 


y, begins in the Rhine 


— extends virtually to 


“Near the front such fire- 


sae 
1914.’ 1 Ti Sine appara of 


Fierce Air Battle 
Over Berlin 


MORE than 550 Flying Fortresses 
and Liberators of the United 
tates 8th Air Force yesterday 
attacked industrial targets in Berlin 
and railway yards at Miinster. They 
were escorted by more than 800 
Mustangs and Thunderbolts. 
he Fortresses, making 
bulk of the bomber effort, 
large munition and tank 
Tegel, Berlin’s north-west 
and other targets 
itself. 
Some 


up the 
attacked 
plant at 
suburb, 
in the capital 


hundreds of German 
fighters were encountered over 
Berlin. The Mustangs - in escort 
engaged them, and, in the fierce 
battle which followed, destroyed at 
Mi 80. 

he German News Agenc I 
one Allied machine crashed & = 
heart of the city. The crew were 
observed to bale out, but a few of 
the parachutes caught fire. 

In the afternoon Lancasters of 
R.A.F. Bomber Command, escorted 
by Mustangs and Spitfires, attacked 
the railway marshalling yards at 
Hamm. ' 

_ Nearly 1,000 bombers took part 
in a two-pronged attack on German 
supply centres for the Saar front on 
Monday night. The targets were 
Karlsruhe and Heilbronn, which 
have large rail junctions, marshall- 
ing yards and inland ports. More 
than 3,500 tons of bombs were 
dropped, said a British Air Ministry 
communiqué. 

Both Hamm and Méiinster are 
highly important communications 
centres and bases. 

A British Air Ministry and 
Ministry of Home Security com- 
muniqué yesterday stated:—‘During 
the 24 hours ended at dawn this 
morning there was enemy air activit 
directed against Southern England. 
a was caused, but no casual- 
ies. 


THE proprietress of a licensed 
premises in Letterkenny, Co. 
Donegal, Miss Kate Rodden (50), 
and her twenty-years-old maid, 
Winnie Martin, Fanad, were burned 
to death in a fire which gutted the 
licensed premises at 2 o'clock yes- 
terday morning. 

After her brother and two nieces 
had escaped in their night clothes, 
Miss Rodden stayed behind in an 
attempt to rescue the maid. Both 
rushed to the kitchen door, but 
they were trapped before they could 
reach the yard, and their charred 
bodies were discovered by the fire- 
fighters. 

Derry fire brigade was summoned 
to help local fire-fighters, but the 
house was completely destroyed be- 
fore it reached the town. 

Criticism of the fact that the 
town was without a fully-equipped 
mobile fire-fighting unit was ex- 
pressed by the Coroner, Dr. 
McGinley, who opened and ad- 
journed an inquest on the victims. 


General de Gaulle received 
various Ambassadors of the United 


States yesterday and later lunched 
at the French Embassy, states a 
| Moscow Reuter cable, 
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Two Women Die | 


| In Shop Blaze 


Situation. 


. but that Mr. Churchill o 
leadership of the Greek 


Each hour yesterday brought new 
and conflicting stories of moves 
behind the scenes as street fighting 
moved nearer the centre of the city 
following an E.L.A.S. attack on the 
peadquarters of the Right Wing 
E.D.E.S. Party near the main rail- 
way station, Reuter’s correspondent 
cabled. 


The manner in which British 
troops have operated in the 
clashes is highly praised. 

There were no incidents when all 
but two of the police stations in 
Pireus were reoccupied yesterday 
morning by British troops. When 
they entered the headquarters of the 
E.D.E.S. Party the E.L.A.S. attackers 
withdrew. . 

communiqué issued from 
General Scobie’s H.Q. said that 
Sporadic fighting between police and 
gendarmerie and Left Wing parties 
led to the evacuation of a number 
of police stations in the Athens- 
Piraeus area. ™ British troops in- 
tervened on a number of occasions, 
and in a few cases had to take action 
to prevent bloodshed. At one 
place tanks fired a few rounds into 
houses held by Left Wing elements 
which were attacking a civil prison, 


R. CHURCHILL, in a statement 
in the Commons yesterday on 
the position in Greece, declared 
that, “pending a general 
election, he shall not hesitate to 
use the considerable British 
Army now in Greece to see that 
law and order are maintained. 


“Greece is faced with the most. 
desperate economic and financial 
problems,” he said, “apart from 
civil war, which we are trying to 
stop. We and our American allies 
are doing our utmost to give assist- 
ance, and our troops are acting to 
prevent bloodshed. 


“Sometimes it is necessary to 
use force to prevent greater blood- 
shed. The main burden falls on 
us. The nsibility is within 
our allied is, 
our military 
with our principal allies 


“If the damage of four years of 
war and enemy occupation is to be 
repaired, and if Greek life and 
economy are to be rebuilt, their 
internal stability must: be main- . 
tained, and, pending a general 
election under fair conditions, the 
authority of the _ constitutional 
Greek Government must. be 
accepted and enforced throughout 
the country. 

“Our own position is extremely 
clear. Whether the Greek people 
form themselves into a monarchy or 
republic is for their decision; 
whethei they form a Government of 
the Right or Left is for their 


FIGHTING 


Bn troops intervened on several occasions during 
' yesterday’s street fighting in Athens, and tanks were in 
action, cables Reuter’s special correspondent, who stated that 

was still no sign of any solution to the uncertain political 


The 80-year-old Liberal leader, M. Themistocles Sofoulis, said 
he had been asked to form a new 


posed any change at present in the 
vernment. 


“The Main Burden Falls 
On Us”—Mr. Churchill 


sphere, agreed upon | 


government, and had agreed, 


where a number of alleged colla- 
borators are being held. — British 
troops, who were guarding the 
prison in conjunction with gendar- 
merie, suffered casualties.” 

The British Ambassador sent for 
M. Sofoulis yesterday evening and 
had a long conversation with him. 
Later Sofoulis conferred with 
General Scobie, British C.-in-C.— 
(Reuter and A.P.) 

M. Sofoulis declared later that he 
had been asked by M. Papandreou 
to form a new Cabinet. 


“But the British Ambassador 
informed me that, according to 
his latest instructions, received, 
from the British Prime Minister, 
any change at present in the head 
of the Greek Government was 
impossible.” 


He said also that “ General 
Scobie made a. similar statement, 
and asked me to give my support 
to M. Papandreou, who would con- 
tinue in office.” , 

M. Sofoulis stated that he replied 
that, if he supported the Papandreou 
Government, he would be “ support- 
ing a dictatorship,” which he found 
it impossible to do. 


decision. 
for them.’ | 

Mr. Churchill is to make a further 
statement on the Greek position in | 
the next day or so. The Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party is discussing 
the situation to-day. Meanwhile, 
twenty Labour, Independent and 
Common Wealth M.P.’s have tabled 
an amendment on Greece to the 
King’s Speech, and hope that an 
opportunity will be found to debate 
it before the end of the week. 


SIGNS OF DISQUIET 


Last night, from the LL.P., from 
the Birmingham Council of Labour 
and from the South Wales Miners’ 
Federation came expressions of dis- 
quiet at the Government’s attitude 
over the Greek developments. . 

Mr. Fenner, Brockway, . political } 
secretary of the British Independent” 
Labour Party, yesterday made the 
following statement: “The orders 
given by General Scobie in Athens, 
backed as they are by Mr. Churchill’s 
communiqué from Downing Street, 
show that the British Government is 
siding with the Right against the 
Left in Greece. 

“The consequences may be 
serious. Athens will set the 
pattern for Europe. Relations 
with Russia may be involved. 
“The reaction of the Left in 

Britain should be swift and sharp. 
There should be the immediate 
resignation of Labour Ministers. 
How can they remain in a Govern- 
ment which is openly supporting 
counter-revolution?”’ 


These are entirely matters 


Labour Adopts 
Dr. Dignan 


(THE principles contained in the 
social security plan of the Most 
Rev. Dr. Dignan, Bishop of Clon- 
fert, were endorsed at last night’s 
meeting of the Dublin Trades Union 
Council. It was decided to get in 
touch with the Trades Union 
Congress and the Labour Party, and 
also to hold a_public meeting in the 
Dublin Mansion House with a view 
to publicising the plan. 

Mr. Leo Crawford said that most 
of the things that trade unionism 
had agitated for, especially in rela- 
tion to health, were embodied in the 
proposals. They should thank Dr. 
Dignan for being one of the first 
outside the trade union movement 
to raise his voice in support of 
what trade unionism had been 
seeking down the years. 

Councillor Miss Louie Bennett 
said she was glad to see that under 
the scheme medical benefits would 
be made available to the poor as 


+ well as the rich. 


Miss E. Caffrey said that one of 
the things she cis Fios! in the plan, 
on behalf of organised women, was 
the proposal for a Ministry of 
Health. 

Mr. Thos. Agar welcomed the 
proposal to create paper credit, if 
necessary, and back it with the land 
anc general production. They 
should, he said, take the creation of 
wealth out of the hands oí the 
bankers and put men to productive 
work, and that would back up paper 
credit. 

Councillor J. Larkin, who pre- 
sided, said that the document was a 
platform, and it should be publi- 
cised. It was part of their work in 
the trade union movement to carr 
out the plan, which, if implemented, 
would save the nation. 


G.S.R. Christmas Bus 


Services 


To facilitate people working late 
on Saturday, December 23rd, the 
Great Southern Railways Company 
has this year decided, for the first 
time .in three years, to run its 
omnibus service on a Sunday. But 
for its decision many city workers 
would be unable to reach their 
homes in the country in time for 
Christmas. With the exception of 
the Limerick-Foynes services, no 
buses will operate on Christmas 
Day. The Sunday schedule will 
include city and suburban services 
in Cork, Limerkk and Galway, and 
a “skeleton” service on 
pal long-distance routes, i 

With some ae alterations, 
normal services will operate on St. 
Stephen’s nee in the Dublin 
Waterford, Clonmel, Ballina and 
Sligo areas. In the Cork, Tralee, 
Limerick and Galway areas reduced 
‘services will operate on St. Stephen's 
Day. 


A. 


‘ Later Buses In 


Belfast 


Belfast’s R “ae a Pha gh ball 
imposed in’ July, , has been 


i services now are running 
as late as 11.30 p.m, | 


"Business Man Objects 


the princi- | 


important military factors are con- 


combined responsibility, we have 


To ‘* Jack-acting ”’ 


Mr. Sean Lemass had displayed 
remarkable courage and foresight 
and had shown “brass. tack” 
reasoning in his speech at the 
annual dinner of the Insurance 
Institute of Ireland, said Mr. Martin 
S. Breen, President of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce, at the 
annual meeting of Waterford 
Chamber of Commerce yesterday. 

Mr. Breen, who was supporting a 
suggestion that the Waterford 
Chamber should appoint an Indus- 
trial Committee, said that Mr. 
Lemass’s speech showed _ that 
nothing was static and that fhey 
would have to adapt policies to 
meet changing conditions. They 
had very little time now for “ Jack- 
acting,” either in the Dail or their 
public bodies. 

In his view they had at least as 
good a chance as any other country 
after the war. Although primarily 
most of their export trade would be 
with England, they would also have 
to look for other markets because 
they would require to have external 
currency as well as sterling. 


Loopholes Still In 
Food Laws 


There were still loopholes in the 
laws regarding food, which permitted 
food unsafe for human consumption 
to be sold, said Dr. M. J. Russell, 
Dublin City M.O.H., when he 
lectured on “Citizens and Public 
Health ” to members of the Irish 
Transport and General Workers’ 
Union, in the Broadway -Soda 
Fountain, O’Connell street, Dublin, 
last night. 

Doubtless, as time went on, he 
added, these gaps would be filled, 
and the possibilities of the spread 
of disease by food reduced. 

Dr. Russell said that their system 
for dealing with all types of 
infectious disease was not as com- 

lete as one would like to see it. 

e would like to see measures 
enacted whereby those suffering 
from tuberculosis would be en- 
couraged to seek early isolation and 
treatment, in the full realisation that 
it would be to their advantage, and 
to the advantage of their families. 

Senator Thomas Foran presided. 


-“ According to figures supplie 


Dublin Plan 
Depends On 


Tax Revenue 


‘THE Co. Dublin road develop: 
ment plan, outlined in the 
“Irish Times” yesterday, will 

! upon 


The County Commissioner, Mr. 
D. J. O'Donovan, told an Irish 
Times reporter yesterday that the 
cer of the planning, which is 
cing undertaken by the County 
Surveyor, “is to enable the cofrect 
lines of roads which ma 
required to meet the road traffic of 
the future to be determined at this 
stage, so that the sites on which the 
roads will ultimately be constructed 
and the border lands thereof may be 
protected from building develop- 
ment, which might interfere with 
the ultimate construction of the 
road oor impair its _ traffic 
efficiency.” 


LONG-TERM SCHEME 


The plans will also ensure that 
road works undertaken from time to 
time as the needs of developing 
traffic require will be carried out in 
conformity with the long-term plan. 

“ There is no question of embark- 
ing immediately after the emergency 
on a £5,000,000 road scheme,” Mr. 
O’Donovan said. “The execution 
of the long term plans will depend 
on a greatly increased revenue 
arising from an increased volume of 
motor traffic. Short-term works in 
anticipation of future needs would 
depend on the extent to which State- 
aided schemes to relieve unemploy- 
ment may be needed.” 


Doctors Reject 
White Paper 


HE Northern Ireland representa- 
tives had been directed to re- 
ject entirely the administrative pro- 
posals of the Government's Medical 
Services White Paper, said Dr. 
Douglas Boyd (Belfast) at the 
annual representative meeting of the 
British Medical Association in Lon- 
don yesterday. 

“Not only do we reject the idea 
of departmental control, but we re- 
ject any other scheme like it, 1n- 
cluding corporate control,” he said. i 
“If the public wishes to be } 
viciously taxed for so-called social 
security, it is their business. Our 
business i. to preserve the freedom 
of our profession.” . ., | 

“More thant "200° doctors and sú” 
geons from all parts of Britain, who 
attended this annual “ parliament 
of the. medical profession, rejected 
the plan for an all-in national 
health service. 

The Government's proposals 
would “enslave a noble profession,” 
declared Dr. W. B. P. Pemberton, 
of Camberwell, moving disapproval 
of the White Paper. “We must 
fight against totalitarianism on the 
home front,” he added. . 

Dr. H. Guy Dain, of Birmingham, 
Chairman of the Council, emphasis- 
ing the effect which the shortage of 
medical manpower would have on 
any scheme, said: “Under no 
circumstances will we agree to the 
start of a service until we are satis- 
fied that it will be the best possible 
service to the public, and that 
cannot be done with a shortage of 
doctors.” 

A motion was passed that the 
proposals could only form a satis- 
factory basis for negotiations if 
altered in essential particulars. 


Germans and Japanese 


In Eire 


In the House of Commons, yes- 
terday, Mr. Walkden (Labour) 
asked the Under Secretary of State 
for Dominion Affairs how many 
German and Japanese subjects re- 
spectively are now resident in Eire. 

Mr. Emrys-Evans, replying, Lag 

y 
the Eire authorities the official staff 
of the German Legation is com- 
posed of six persons, together with 
three typists. The total number of 
Germans registered under the Eire 
Aliens Order is 284, of whom 136 
are refugees. In addition, there are 
223 Germans who are interned. The 
figure as regards Japanese is three 
persons, all of whom are connected 
with the Japanese Consulate.” 


Guinea For Blood 


Transfusion 
a 


In view of the deficiency in the 
number of blood donors available 
under the National Blood Trans- 
fusion Service organised by the 
Irish Red Cross Society, the Depart- 
ment of Local Government has 
recommended Roscommon County 
Council to gn á for the prepara- 
tion of panels of donors in district 
medical areas. 

The letter adds that any donor 
who gives a transfusion should be 
‘paid at the rate of £1 1/- per trans- 
usion, a corresponding charge 
being made in appropriate cases to 
the patient benefiting by the ser- 
vice. 


Germans Executed 

The following announcement, 
quoted by Reuter, was broadcast by 
Moscow Radio yesterday:— 

“The Germans found guilty of 
crimes committed in the Maidanek 
concentration camp near Lublin 
were executed on December 3rd 
(Sunday). 


_“ They were hanged in Maidanek 
itself, and more than 20,000 people 
assembled in the square to watch.” 


To Sieg 
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been = 


Killarney. Three Kerry 
surveyed for development as producers of electric power, and 
Torc is regarded as the most promising. 
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RUSSIANS CAPTURE BIG 
RAIL JUNCTION 


ETWEEN Lake Balaton and the 
River Drava Russian forces 
yesterday in Hungary continued 
their offensive, and captured the 
town- and railway junction of 

. Szigetvar, as well as over 120 
inhabited Ieecalities, Moscow 

announced last night. 


It was stated also that Soviet 
forces have reached the shores of 
Lake Balaton, at Balaton Boglar. 

In Yugo-Slavia, the Soviet com- 
muniqué stated, between the Danube 
and the River Sava, “troops of the 
Yugo-Slav Army of National Libe- 
ration, operating in conjunction 
with Soviet forces, fought their way 
into a number of imbhabited locali- 
ties. 

“was -reconnaissarice “a 
and at some points local fighting.” 

Duncan. Hooper, Reuter’s Special 
Correspondent in Moscow, cables 
that two héavy, holding battles, in 
which the Germans. are likely to be 
forced to risk the major’ part of 
their forcés, are developing on 
either flank of Lake Balaton. The 
first, he says, will decide whether 
Marshal Tolbukhin is going to 
reach the Austrian border in days 
Or weeks, and the second will 


— 


n other sectors of the front | 


probably be decisive in the long 
drawn-out struggle for Budapest. 
Tolbukhin’s twin objectives of 
over-running the remainder of Hun- 
gary and simultaneously defeating 
the German troops before they get 
to Austria are nearly attained. 
South-west and south-east of Lake 
Balaton the German-Hungarian 
forces are being systematically 
broken up. 
_ Advanced Soviet units are now 
little more than 50 miles from 
Austria. Tanks, thrusting up the 
Danube highway, are covering the 
last 30 miles before Budapest. The 
Russians are also moving swiftly 
= ie rail and _ junction of 
agykanizsa, less than 30 miles 


arts as 


The Germans have been digging 
in along the Austrian f b 
according to reports received in 
Moscow, and it seems that Austria, 
like East Prussia, is going to be 
defended as “sacred soil of the 
Reich.” 


A clash between Soviet vessels 
and German warships off tne Baltic 
coast was reported by Moscow 


Radio last night, 


Red Army Thrust Upsets 


” German Defences 


(BY OUR MILITARY 


WHILE the battle for the western 

German rivers continues, the 
events taking place on the 
Hungarian and Carpathian fronts 
present a picture of fluid warfare 
which is bringing about certain 


decisive strategic changes in this 
area—changes which, if allowed to 
continue, cannot but adversely 
mas the German situation in the 


It has been clear for some time 
that following the Russian incursion 
into the Hungarian plains, the 
German defensive plan based itself 
upon a retention of the Carpathian 
passes with a continuation further 
south along the line of the Danube 
from Budapest down to the inter- 
section of the Drava and Sava 
Rivers, thus safeguarding not only 
Western Hungary and the approach 
to Vienna, but also covering the 
area of Croatia-Slavonia in northern 
Yugo-Slavia. 

While the German resistance in 
the Carpathians has been iclatively 
successful the forcing of the Danube 
at Mohacs by Marshal Tolbhukin 
and his present drive north-west- 
wards towards Lake Balaton has 
introduced a -new and disturbing 
factor into the German defence 
plan. Up to now the Germans have 
been able to maintain a continuous 
line backed by a well-organised and 
adequately distributed communica- 
tions system with Germany. The 
new Russian move now splits in two 
the main German armies, thereby 
introducing a new and difficult 
supply problem for the German 
Command. 

As the. situation. stands, .one 

oup of German armies lies around 

udapest and to the north, havin 
direct, rail communication with 
Vienna; to the south-west . lies 
another group centred on Zagreb, 
and the Russian “advance. now 
compels this group to depend for 
supplies on the communications 
through the eastern alpine’ passes. 

A. Russian, advance around the 
westerr. end of Lake Balaton would 
not only imperil the German Army 
group around Budapest, thereby 
compelling a withdrawal and sacri- 
fice of the Carpathian passes, but 
would also isolate the Zagreb 
group. To counter such a thrust 
a strong flank attack by this latter 
group would~ be necessary. The 
development of such an attack 


U.S, Does Not Object to Count Sforza 


The United States has informed 
Britain and Italy, cables Reuter’s 
special Washington correspondent, |. 
that it expects the Italians to 
develop their Government “ without 
influenge from the outside.” 

An official statement declares: 
“The position of this Government 
has been consistently that the com- | 
position of the Italian Government 
is purely an Italian affair, except in 
the case of appointments where 


cerned, Since Ital 


is an area ti 
reafirmed to both the British and 


ice Governments that we expect 
e 
biems of goverament along 


Italians to work out their 


- | statement 
pared, 


cratic lines without influence from 
outside. 


“This Government has not in 
any way intimated to the Italian 
Government that there would be 
Opposition on its part to Count 

orza.” 


AP. PA ona rier despatch 


An 
says: “ The State. i gh sii un- 
usual step apparently placed the 
United States in 5 ition to the 


inclusion of 


ministration.” 


Mr. Stettinius, 
ference 


at his first official 
Press con , said 


said that the 
La ” he added: “It 


’ 


was a good statement.” Asked for 
comment on Mr. Churchill’s speech 
on Greece, he replied that.he had 
only just seen it, and was not pre- 
pared to discuss it. . 

Reuter’s Special Correspondent, 
cabling from New York last night, 
said that the declaration on Italy 
with which Mr. Edward: Stettinius 
dramatically opened his career as 
Secretary of State hit the American 
Press with a major display and 
competed with General 
front headlines. 

A Reuter . message from Rome 
says that the Italian Christian 

ats and Communists are en- 
deavouring to bring the Socialists 


iona gann, rida me. 


atton for | 


CORRESPONDENT.) 


would, in turn, call for increased 
supplies and reinforcements, neces- 
sarily imposing an added burden 
on the Austrian rail system already 
engaged in supplying the German 
armies in Italy. . 

Whatever the immediate result of 
the new Russian thrust, the fact 
remains that the eguilibrium of the 
defence has been upset-in the East, 
and adjustments must be made else- 
where to restore it. 


will 
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SAAR CITY ON 
FIRE AFTER 
BOMBARDMENT 


reported fires in Kaiserlautern and 
ee from Allied bomb- 
g. 


New Bridgehead 


A second bridgehead over the 
Saar was established by 3rd Army 
forces south of Saarlautern yester- 
day. The American troops gained 
one mile on the east bank. 

American armour gained three 
miles to the north-east and entered 
Rouhling, six miles south of Saar- 
briicken, and Hundling, 21 miles 
west of Saareguemines. 

East of the Saar the 26th Division 
took an important road and railway 
crossing two miles west Of Saare- 
union, and gained three miles north 
of that town. 

Advanced American infantry have 
cut clear through Saarlautern, and 
are now fighting welj into the Sieg- 
fried defences beyond the city, it 
was announced at Allied Supreme 
H.Q. Fierce fighting is still going 
on in the eastern part of the city. 

A Berlin report, stating that the 
battle was still raging inside the city, 
added that the Germans had recap- 
tured the citadel, which they had 
lost on Monday. 

Captain Sertorius, German News 
Agency commentator, reported last 
night :— 

“ Runstedt’s armies facing Gene- 
rals Patton and Patch along the line 
from the Saar to the Rhine north 
of Stras are falling back into 
the Siegfried Line farther north, 
where the fortifications swing west 
opposite Karlsruhe, along the pala- 
tinate border. >» 


point of Patton’s major offensive is 
on the right flank, to judge from 
the relentless fury of the attacks 
between Saareunion and Hagenau. 

“ The adjoining left flank of the 
U.S. 7th Army has gained still more 
ground in the northern foothills of 
the Lower Vosges and on éither 
side of the mountains. This region 
represents the forefield of the West 
Wall, which begins on the other 
side of the palatinate border. The 
Germans are, therefore, waging an 
elastic defence, retiring step bv 
step.” 

my German News Agency later 
said :— 

“ American units driving north 
through Northern Alsace towards 
the German bcrder have made a 
deep penetration into the German 
positions at Wingen, on the Saare- 
union-Hagenau highway. Tactical 
reserves sealed off this breach.” 

British guns, states Reuter, are 
now shelling the fortress town of 
Venlo across the Maas, but the 
Venlo operation is finished for the 
time being. With General Dempsey’'s 
troops in strength along the Maas 
west bank and the flood waters of 
the Rhine slowly rising in the 
Arnhem-Nijmegen,, “ island,” 
is no operational news which could 
be shown on a map. 

The Allied bridgehead at Nij- 


megen is still secure, 
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